
C. DECLARATIONS BY MEMBER STATES 

51. Declaration by the Kingdom of Belgium on national Parliaments 

Belgium wishes to make clear that, in accordance with its constitutional law, not only the Chamber 
of Representatives and Senate of the Federal Parliament but also the parliamentary assemblies of the 
Communities and the Regions act, in terms of the competences exercised by the Union, as 
components of the national parliamentary system or chambers of the national Parliament. 

52. Declaration by the Kingdom of Belgium, the Republic of Bulgaria, the 
Federal Republic of Germany, the Hellenic Republic, the Kingdom of Spain, 
the Italian Republic, the Republic of Cyprus, the Republic of Lithuania, the 

Grand-Duchy of Luxembourg, the Republic of Hungary, the Republic of 
Malta, the Republic of Austria, the Portuguese Republic, Romania, the 
Republic of Slovenia and the Slovak Republic on the symbols of the 

European Union 

Belgium, Bulgaria, Germany, Greece, Spain, Italy, Cyprus, Lithuania, Luxemburg, Hungary, Malta, 
Austria, Portugal, Romania, Slovenia and the Slovak Republic declare that the flag with a circle of 
twelve golden stars on a blue background, the anthem based on the ‘Ode to Joy’ from the Ninth 
Symphony by Ludwig van Beethoven, the motto ‘United in diversity’, the euro as the currency of the 
European Union and Europe Day on 9 May will for them continue as symbols to express the sense 
of community of the people in the European Union and their allegiance to it. 

53. Declaration by the Czech Republic on the Charter of Fundamental 
Rights of the European Union 

1. The Czech Republic recalls that the provisions of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the 
European Union are addressed to the institutions and bodies of the European Union with due regard 
for the principle of subsidiarity and division of competences between the European Union and its 
Member States, as reaffirmed in Declaration (No 18) in relation to the delimitation of competences. 
The Czech Republic stresses that its provisions are addressed to the Member States only when they 
are implementing Union law, and not when they are adopting and implementing national law 
independently from Union law. 

2. The Czech Republic also emphasises that the Charter does not extend the field of application of 
Union law and does not establish any new power for the Union. It does not diminish the field of 
application of national law and does not restrain any current powers of the national authorities in 
this field.
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